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	Curriculum Framework: Grade  2

	Topic: My Neighborhoods & Community  (Instructional Days 127-161)

	Big Idea: An understanding of civic ideals and practices of citizenship is critical to full participation in society and is a central purpose of the social studies.  Students need geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems to better understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography has impacted settlement and population, and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the economy and world events. A geographic perspective also enables students to better understand the past and present and to prepare for the future.

Academic Expectations:

2.14 Students should understand the democratic principles of justice, equality, responsibility and freedom. 

2.15 Students can accurately describe various forms of government and analyze issues that relate to the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

2.19 Students recognize and understand the relationship between people and geography and apply their knowledge in real-life situations
Primary Skills and Concepts

Students will

· demonstrate (e.g., speak, draw, write) an understanding of the nature of government:
                     o explore and give examples of the services (e.g., police and fire protection, maintenance of roads, snow removal,  garbage pick-up)

                     o explain the reasons for rules in the home and at school; and compare rules (e.g., home, school) and laws in the local community

                     o investigate the importance of rules and laws and give examples of what life would be like without rules and laws (home, 

                    school, community) 

· explore personal rights and responsibilities:

                     o explain, demonstrate, give examples of ways to show good citizenship at school and in the community (e.g., recycling, picking up trash)

                     o describe the importance of civic participation and locate examples (e.g., donating canned food to a class food drive) in current     

                    events/news           

· develop an understanding of patterns on the Earth’s surface using a variety of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs):

                      o locate and describe familiar places at school and the community

                      o create maps that identify the relative location of familiar places and objects (e.g., school, neighborhood)

	Content
	Activities/Resources

What effective instructional activities and suggested materials could be used to teach this content?

	National, State and Local Standards

What skills, concepts, and understandings do students need to learn and be able to do?
	Core Content for Assessment

What do students need to understand and be able to apply to new situations?
	

	 P2~Enduring Knowledge - Understandings

Students will understand that:

· Citizens of local communities have certain rights and responsibilities in a democratic society.

· The use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs) and mental maps help to locate places, recognize patterns and identify geographic features.


	SS-E-4.1.1 Simple physical, political and thematic maps, globes, charts, photographs, aerial photography, and graphs can be used to find and explain locations and display information.
SS-E-1.1.1 Democratic governments function according to the needs and wants of the citizens and provide for society’s needs (e.g., police and fire departments, education, highways). 

SS-E-1.1.2 The purpose of a government’s rules and laws (e.g., school rules) is to establish and maintain order.

SS-E-1.3.1 Rights and responsibilities of the individual are determined by specific roles within various groups, including family, peer group, class, school, and community.

SS-E-1.3.3 In order for a democratic form of government to function, citizens must play an active and responsible role (e.g. elections).

SS-E-1.1.2 Authority: family rules and responsibilities, community rules and responsibilities, classroom rules and responsibilities.

SS-E-1.3.1 Rights and responsibilities of citizens in a school, classroom, community.
	For unit on:



	Vocabulary: 

What terms could students use to clarify communication about this content?
	

	Assessment:

How will students be assessed to find out what they already know and what they’ve learned?
	· 


Page 2 of 3

