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	Social Studies Curriculum Framework: Grade  4

	Topic: KY – THE 15th STATE (Instructional Days: 122-137) 

           Government + Civics

	Big Idea: The study of government and civics allows students to understand the nature of government and the unique characteristics of American representative democracy, including its fundamental principles, structure, and the role of citizens. Understanding the historical development of structures of power, authority and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of the world is essential for developing civic competence. An understanding of civic ideals and practices of citizenship is critical to full participation in society and is a central purpose of the social studies.
Academic Expectations 

2.14: Students should understand the democratic principles of justice, equality, responsibility and freedom and apply them to real-life situations.

2.15: Students can accurately describe various forms of government and analyze issues that relate to the rights and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts

Students will:

· demonstrate an understanding of the nature of government:

· explore basic functions of state government (e.g., to establish order, to provide security and to accomplish common goals)

· explain and give examples of services state governments provide (e.g., state police and fire protection, state parks, highway maintenance, snow removal)

· describe how the state government provides services to its citizens (e.g., collecting taxes)

· describe the structure of state government (e.g., the executive, legislative and judicial branches) and explain why power is shared among different branches

· investigate and give examples of state laws and explain their purpose

· explore rights and responsibilities:

· describe, give examples, and compare rights and responsibilities

· describe the benefits of citizenship and find examples of citizenship in current events/news media

· use information from print and non-print sources (e.g., documents, informational passages/texts, interviews, digital and environmental) to explain basic democratic principles (e.g. life, liberty, pursuit of safety and happiness, acquiring and protecting property) found in Kentucky’s Constitution

	Content
	Activities/Resources

What effective instructional activities and suggested materials could be used to teach this content?

	National, State and Local Standards

What skills, concepts, and understandings do students need to learn? ~ (Use for Essential Questions.)
	Core Content for Assessment

What do students need to understand and be able to apply to new situations?
	

	Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge – Understandings

Students will understand that

• The government of Kentucky was formed to establish order, provide security and accomplish common goals.

• The Constitution of Kentucky establishes a government of \ limited powers that are shared among different levels and branches.

• All citizens of Kentucky have rights and responsibilities as members of a democratic society, including civic participation.

• Fundamental values and principles of American representative democracy are expressed in Kentucky’s Constitution.
 
	SS-04-1.1.1

Students will describe the basic purposes of Kentucky government (to establish order, provide security and accomplish common goals); give examples of the services that state governments provide (e.g., state police, state highways, state parks, public schools) and identify how the government of Kentucky pays for these services (e.g., sales taxes, state income taxes). 

DOK 2

SS-04-1.1.2

Students will explain how state governments function (by making, enacting and enforcing laws) to protect the rights and property of citizens. 

DOK 2

SS-04-1.2.1

Students will identify the three branches of Kentucky government, explain the basic duties of each branch (executive-enforce the laws, legislative-make the laws, judicial- interpret the laws) and identify important state offices/ leaders, (Governor, Lieutenant Governor, General Assembly, Senate, House, representatives, senators, Kentucky Supreme Court, judges) associated with each branch. 

DOK 2

SS-04-1.2.2

Students will explain how power is shared among the different branches (executive, legislative, judicial) of state government.

SS-04-1.3.1 Students will identify and explain the basic principles of democracy (life, liberty, and happiness) found in Kentucky’s Constitution.     DOK 2

SS-04-1.3.2

Students will describe specific rights and responsibilities individuals have as citizens of Kentucky (e.g., voting in statewide elections, participating in state service projects, obeying state laws) and explain why civic engagement is necessary to preserve a democratic society. 

DOK 2

	For unit on: 

G        GOVERNMENT & CIVICS

          of  KENTUCKY the 15th STATE

· 

	Vocabulary: 

What terms could students use to clarify communication about this content?
	FOURTH GRADE VOCABULARY: lifestyle, freedom, opportunity, government, rights, responsibility, citizen, citizenship, campaign, laws, political rights, fairness, choice, democratic, democracy, democratic principles, civic responsibility, branches of government, levels of government, vote, governor, state government

NECESSARY THIRD GRADE VOCABULARY: rules, authority, election(s), community, city, local

	Assessment:

How will students be assessed to find out what they already know and what they’ve learned?
	· 
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