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	Social Studies Curriculum Framework: Grade 4

	Topic: US REGIONS – (Instructional Days: 21-56)

	Big Idea: Geography includes the study of the five fundamental themes of location, place, regions, movement and human/environmental interaction. Students need geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems to better understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography has impacted settlement and population and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the economy and world events. A geographic perspective also enables students to better understand the past and present and to prepare for the future.

Academic Expectations 

 2.19: Students recognize and understand the relationship between people and geography and apply their knowledge in real-life situations.

Grade 4 Skills and Concepts

Students will

· demonstrate an understanding of patterns on the Earth’s surface, using a variety of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs):

· locate and describe major landforms, bodies of water and natural resources located in regions of the United States
· locate, in absolute and relative terms, major landforms and bodies of water in regions of the United States
· explain the influence of the physical characteristics of the regions of the United States (e.g., climates, landforms, bodies of water) on decisions that were made about where to locate things (e.g., factories stores, bridges)

	Content
	Activities/Resources

What effective instructional activities and suggested materials could be used to teach this content?

	National, State and Local Standards

What skills, concepts, and understandings do students need to learn? (Use these for Essential Questions.)
	Core Content for Assessment

What do students need to understand and be able to apply to new situations?
	

	Grade 4 Enduring Knowledge – Understandings

Students will understand that:

• the use of geographic tools (e.g., maps, globes, charts, graphs) and mental maps help interpret information, understand and analyze patterns, spatial data and geographic issues.

• patterns emerge as humans move, settle and interact on Earth’s surface and can be identified by examining the location of physical and human characteristics, how they are arranged and why they are in particular locations. Economic, political, cultural and social processes interact to shape patterns of human populations, interdependence, cooperation and conflict.

• regions help us to see Earth as an integrated system of places and features organized by such principles as landform types, political units, economic patterns and cultural groups.


	SS-04-4.1.3

Students will describe how different factors (e.g. rivers, mountains) influence where human activities were/are located in Kentucky.
SS-04-4.1.1

Students will use geographic tools (e.g., maps, charts, graphs) to identify and describe natural resources and other physical characteristics (e.g., major landforms, major bodies of water, weather, climate, roads, bridges) in regions of Kentucky and the United States. 
DOK 2
	For unit on: US REGIONS

· 

	Vocabulary: 

What terms could students use to clarify communication about this content?
	FOURTH GRADE VOCABULARY: Regions (of the United States), landforms, mountain, mountain range(s), rivers, ocean, continent, location, modification, adaptation, absolute location, relative location, latitude, longitude, human characteristics, physical characteristics, natural resources, settlement, Native Americans, exploration, technology, cause/effect, transportation, geographic features (isthmus, peninsula, coast, plain, plateau, etc.)

NECESSARY THIRD GRADE VOCABULARY: geography, country, border, equator, hill, valley, mountain, island, peninsula, isthmus, forest, coastline, bodies of water (bay, gulf, ocean, sea, etc.), city, cardinal directions (North, South, East, West), compass rose, location, climate, weather, physical map, political map, thematic map, cause, effect, multiple causation

	Assessment:

How will students be assessed to find out what they already know and what they’ve learned?
	· 
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