Core Content/Program of Studies Curriculum Map

Bourbon County Middle School

Level: Middle School

Course/Grade: Social Studies-8

Updated: December 09

Content: Constitution and Government

Unit #6

Weeks: 6 weeks

	Academic Expectations
	Program of Studies

	SS-08-1.1.1

Students will compare purposes and sources of power in the most common forms of government (monarchy, democracy, republic).

DOK 2


	SS-8-GC-S-1
Students will demonstrate an understanding (e.g., illustrate, write, model, projects, present) of the nature of government:

b) describe how democratic governments in the United States prior to Reconstruction functioned to preserve and protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty and property of their citizens by making, enacting and enforcing rules and laws (e.g., constitutions, laws, statutes)

c) compare purposes and sources of power in the most common forms of government (e.g., monarchy, democracy, republic)



	SS-08-1.1.2

Students will describe and give examples to support how democratic government in the United States prior to Reconstruction functioned to preserve and protect the rights (e.g., voting), liberty and property of their citizens by making, enacting and enforcing appropriate rules and laws (e.g., constitutions, laws, statutes).  DOK 3

	SS-8-GC-S-5
Students will analyze information from a variety of print and non-print sources (e.g., books, documents, articles, interviews, Internet) to research answers to questions and explore issues

SS-8-GC-S-1
Students will demonstrate an understanding (e.g., illustrate, write, model, projects, present) of the nature of government:

a) explain the role of government (e.g., establishing order, providing security, achieving common goals) in the United States prior to Reconstruction and make connections to how government influences culture, society and the economy

SS-8-GC-S-5
Students will analyze information from a variety of print and non-print sources (e.g., books, documents, articles, interviews, Internet) to research answers to questions and explore issues



	SS-08-1.3.1

Students will explain and give examples of how significant United States documents (Declaration of Independence, Constitution, Bill of Rights) established democratic principles and guaranteed certain rights for all citizens. 

DOK 2

	SS-8-GC-S-3
Students will make inferences about and among significant historical events and historical documents (e.g., the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution of the United States) to illustrate connections to democratic principles and guaranteed rights for all citizens

SS-8-GC-S-5
Students will analyze information from a variety of print and non-print sources (e.g., books, documents, articles, interviews, Internet) to research answers to questions and explore issues

	SS-08-1.1.3

Students will describe and give examples of the ways the Constitution of the United States is a document that can be changed from time to time through both formal and informal processes (e.g., amendments, court cases, executive actions) to meet the needs of its citizens.

DOK 2

	SS-8-GC-S-2
Students will investigate the Constitution of the United States:

a) examine ways the Constitution is a document that can be changed from time to time through both formal and informal processes (e.g., amendments, court cases, executive actions) to meet the needs of its citizens

b) explain the political process established by the U.S. Constitution and ways the Constitution separates power among the legislative, executive and judicial branches to prevent the concentration of political power and to establish a system of checks and balances

c) analyze why the powers of the state and federal governments are sometimes shared and sometimes separated (federalism)

	SS-08-1.2.1

Students will identify the three branches of government, describe their functions and analyze and give examples of the ways the U.S. Constitution separates power among the legislative, executive and judicial branches to prevent the concentration of political power and to establish a system of checks and balances.

DOK 3

	SS-8-GC-S-2
Students will investigate the Constitution of the United States:

d) examine ways the Constitution is a document that can be changed from time to time through both formal and informal processes (e.g., amendments, court cases, executive actions) to meet the needs of its citizens

e) explain the political process established by the U.S. Constitution and ways the Constitution separates power among the legislative, executive and judicial branches to prevent the concentration of political power and to establish a system of checks and balances

f) analyze why the powers of the state and federal governments are sometimes shared and sometimes separated (federalism)

SS-8-GC-S-5
Students will analyze information from a variety of print and non-print sources (e.g., books, documents, articles, interviews, Internet) to research answers to questions and explore issues

	SS-08-1.3.2

Students will explain and give examples of how, in order for the U.S. government to function as a democracy, citizens must assume responsibilities (e.g., participating in community activities, voting in elections) and duties (e.g., obeying the law, paying taxes, serving on a jury, registering for the military)

DOK 2


	SS-8-GC-U-5

Students will understand that as members of a democratic society, all citizens of the United States have certain rights and responsibilities, including civic participation.

	SS-08-1.2.2

Students will explain the reasons why the powers of the state and national/federal governments are sometimes shared and sometimes separate (federalism) and give examples of shared and separate powers. 
DOK 2


	SS-8-GC-S-2
Students will investigate the Constitution of the United States:

g) examine ways the Constitution is a document that can be changed from time to time through both formal and informal processes (e.g., amendments, court cases, executive actions) to meet the needs of its citizens

h) explain the political process established by the U.S. Constitution and ways the Constitution separates power among the legislative, executive and judicial branches to prevent the concentration of political power and to establish a system of checks and balances

analyze why the powers of the state and federal governments are sometimes shared and sometimes

	SS-08-2.3.2

Students will explain how compromise and competition were possible choices to resolve conflict among individuals and groups in the United States prior to Reconstruction.

DOK 2
	SS-8-CS-U-3

Students will understand that interactions among individuals and groups assume various forms (e.g., compromise, cooperation, conflict, competition) and are influenced by culture.

SS-8-CS-S-3
Students will explain how communications between groups were influenced by cultural differences; explain how interactions influenced conflict and competition (e.g., political, economic, religious, ethnic) among individuals and groups in the United States prior to Reconstruction

SS-8-CS-S-4
Students will describe conflicts between individuals or groups and explain how compromise and cooperation were possible choices to resolve conflict among individuals and groups in the United States prior to Reconstruction


