AP English Literature

& Composition

Syllabus

Course Description

The Advanced Placement Literature and Composition course follows the curricular requirements described in the AP English Course Description.  The course work employs an understanding of the various approaches to literary criticism. 

The reading and analysis of literature is representative of a variety of genres and encompasses works from the 16th through the 21st centuries. Students will consider the aesthetic value of the literature as well as its place in the history of literature and the represented culture.   Reading from previous courses in the honors program will be referred to as examples of elements of literature under study in the English IVAP course.  In addition to reading a variety of selections from the genres of drama, poetry, short fiction and novel, students will study in-depth at least one selection from each genre. 

The objective of the course is to prepare for the English Literature and Composition AP Exam by connecting to significant works of literature through experience, interpretation and evaluation.  This will be done through a variety of reading and writing tasks. The course is intended to be challenging and requires careful reading, insightful discussion and dedication to improvement as a writer.

Reading Assignments

Reading assignments will include selections from drama, poetry, short fiction and novel genres as well as primary sources, literary criticism and contemporary journalism and essay writings that are pertinent. In addition to assigned readings for each genre, students will complete independent assignments.

The reading in this course requires an investment of time from students.  Since writing assignments require textual support for a thesis, the use of commercially prepared “notes” is not advised.  Students will be held accountable for the assigned reading through journals, class discussion, quizzes and formal writings.

Writing Assignments

The writing will include the following:

· Writing about the experience of literature (response/reactions, annotations, journals, free writings)

· Writing about the interpretation of literature (analysis focused on a particular aspect of the language and structure of the work)

· Writing about the evaluation of literature (explanation and judgment of the work through analysis, interpretation and argument)

Students will engage in the variety of forms through a series of timed writings that prepare them for the essay writing on the AP Exam. In addition, students will write numerous short essays, lengthy analysis pieces and several longer research-based essays. 

Numerous writing workshops will provide students with instruction, samples and rubrics prior to writing; conferences during the writing process; opportunities for revision and one to one assistance through appointments after school hours. Instruction and conferences will focus on use of a variety of sentence structures, including subordination and coordination; logical organization, techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis; and development of a balance of generalization and specific examples and illustrations to support thesis.  The dedication of the student to improvement as a writer will be fully supported by the instructor.  Writing assignments will be graded using approved AP scoring rubrics that will always be provided to students before writing takes place.

Schedule 

On-going Instruction:

Vocabulary/Literary Terms

The class will use Holt, Rinehart and Winston’s Vocabulary Workshop Sixth Course.  Preparation for weekly quizzes will be the daily bell ringer activity for this class.  Literary terms from class notes will be included on the weekly vocabulary quizzes as well as on unit tests and exams.

Grammar Instruction:
Instruction in grammar will accompany individual and class reflection of graded writing assignments.  This will enable us to focus on areas in need of improvement.

It is expected that when writing for this class students demonstrate a wide vocabulary with use of appropriate level of diction and use of a variety of effective sentence constructions.

AP Writing Practice:
At least once a week students will begin class with AP Writing practice activities.

At the beginning of each unit students will receive instruction in writing for that particular genre.  At the end of each unit students will have an opportunity to turn in revisions of writing done during that unit that have received teacher feedback and been discussed in conferences.

Portfolio Writing:
Work on the senior writing portfolio to meet the state and district graduation requirement will be largely an independent activity with class discussions and conferences to support student effort. These will be incorporated into the schedule in order to facilitate completion on or before the set deadline.

1st 9 Weeks:  Weeks 1-9

Week 1:    

    Evaluation of On Demand skills required for state testing.


    Introduction to Course:  Explanation of the English Literature and Composition AP Exam taken in May; Practice AP Test.


    Syntax

               MLA Requirements

Week 2:  Oedipus Rex by Sophocles and selections from The Poetics by Aristotle in Tragedy: Plays, Theory, and Criticism.  We will discuss application of Aristotle’s criteria for excellence to the play by Sophocles. We will consider the critical interpretations of Barstow, Bowra, Brooks & Heilman, and Whitman in Tragedy: Plays, Theory, and Criticsm.

Writing Task:  Students will write an essay that considers the views represented by the critics on a selected aspect of Oedipus Rex. (Guilt or innocence; pursuit of knowledge; hubris; search for self-awareness; retributive justice) Writing Instruction will focus on sentence structures, including appropriate subordination and coordination.
Week 3: Murder in the Cathedral by T.S. Eliot – This poetic drama will be read aloud in class.  Martyrdom and achievement of “still point” will be discussed. The importance of the work in relation to modern day society and its place in literary history will be discussed.

Writing Task: AP Timed Writing # 1.  (List of timed writing topics is at end of syllabus) 

Week 4/5:  Othello by Shakespeare – Consideration of primary sources used by Shakespeare when writing the play ( Leo Africanus “The commendable actions and vertues of the Africans” John Edward Taylor’s translation of Cinthio’s “Tale of the Moor of Venice” ) as well as A.C. Bradley’s criticism of Othello will be used to evaluate character development and  the social and historical context of this work. 

Writing Task:  Essay:  Shakespeare’s Use of Primary Sources to Develop Character of Othello, The Moor. Writing instruction will focus on logical organization that is enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, transitions and emphasis.

Week 5/6:  The Tempest by Shakespeare – Consideration of moral issues and character motivation enhanced with reading of Lorrel Brown’s “The Cycle of Slavery” and Barry Beck’s “Shakespeare’s The Tempest, A Jungian Interpretation”  Writing Instruction will focus on use of a balance of generalization and specific in illustrations and examples used to support thesis.

Writing Task: AP Timed Writing # 2

Week 7: Arms and the Man by Shaw – We will consider how this play turns on the four M’s of comedy – money, marriage, manners and morals.  We will also discuss the types of satire and which is most applicable to Arms and the Man.

Writing Task:  Essay:  Arms and the Man as a comedy, or Arms and the Man as satire.

Week 8:  Death of a Salesman  by Arthur Miller – We will read Miller’s essay “Tragedy and the Common Man” and apply the characteristics of a tragic hero to Willy Loman. Psychological approach to drama will be discussed in class.

Writing Task:  AP Timed Writing # 3

Week 9:  Independent Reading; Review for Drama Unit Exam; Writing Conferences/Revisions;  Portfolio Work

2nd 9 Weeks: Weeks 10-18   

Poetry

The text for this unit is Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound and Sense 9th Edition

Writing during this unit will include a reader response journal and annotations of poems studied.

Week 10:  Chapters 1 and 2:  Focus on how poetry and prose differ; Reading poetry; understanding and evaluating poetry. (Important information for final assessment which is presentation to class and explication of a selected poem.)

Week 11:  Chapters 3 and 4:  Denotation & Connotation 


                                Imagery

Week 12:  Chapters 5 and 6:  Figurative Language – Simile, Metaphor, Personification, 




 Apostrophe, Metonymy





 Symbol and Allegory


     AP Timed Writing # 4

Week 13:  Chapters 7 and 8:  Figurative Language – Paradox, Overstatement, 





 Understatement





 Irony and Allusion

Week 14:  Chapters 9 and 10: Meaning and Idea; Tone; Rhythm and Meter

Week 15:  Chapters 11 and 12:  Musical Devices

Week 16:  Chapters 13 and 14:  Sound and Meaning; Pattern

Week 17:  Chapters 15 and 16:  Evaluation; Poetic Excellence

Week 18:  Student Presentations from “Poems for Further Reading” Section


     Writing Conferences/Revisions, Portfolio work.

Writing Tasks:  Explication of poem chosen by student from “Poems for Further Reading” Section of Perrine Text.



AP Timed Writing # 5

3rd 9 Weeks:  Weeks 19-27

The Novel

Week 19:  Short Novel (Novella) The Stranger by Camus  

Writing Task:  AP Timed Writing # 6

Week 20:  Novella:  Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka

Writing Task:  AP Timed Writing # 7

Week 21/22:  Novella:  Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad- Discussed in class. Accompanied by independent reading of Chinua Achebe’s Things Fall Apart  and Achebe’s article “An Image of Africa: Racism in Conrad’s Heart of Darkness.”

Writing Task:  Explication of one of short novels studied.

Week 23/24:  As I Lay Dying  by William Faulkner – Regional novel with multiple narrators.

Week 25/26:  As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner

Writing Task:  Critical analysis of some aspect of As I Lay Dying .

Week 27:  Preparation for Unit Test; Writing Conferences/Revisions, Portfolio work

                AP Timed Writing # 8

4th 9 Weeks:  Weeks 28-36

Short Fiction/ Independent Novel Project/AP Test Preparation

Writing Task:  Student Journal – responses to short fiction readings.

The Text for this unit will be Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound and Sense

Week 28:  Short Fiction- Plot/Structure; Characters; Point of View


     AP Timed Writing # 9

Week 29:  Short Fiction – Setting; Style; Tone

Week 30:  Short Fiction – Symbolism; Theme 

                AP Timed Writing # 10

Week 31:  AP Review(Online)/Independent Novel Project 

Week 32:  AP Review/Independent Novel Project

Week 33:  AP Review(Online) /Independent Novel Project

Week 34:  Independent Novel Project

Week 35:  Independent Novel Project Due/  Senior Project:  Literary Legacy (To be planned by the class – will be some kind of literary project that is left for next year’s students) 

Week 36:  Senior Project:  Literary Legacy

Resources/Texts

Primary Texts

English III Honors

Axelrod, Rise B. and Charles R. Cooper.  Reading Critically, Writing Well: A Reader and        

     Guide. 5th ed. Boston:  Bedford/St. Martin’s. 1999.

Guerin, Wilfred. Et al. A Handbook of Critical Approaches to Literature: Fourth Edition.

      New York:  Oxford University Press. 1999.

English IVAP

Arp, Thomas R. and Greg Johnson.  Perrine’s Literature: Structure, Sound,

      And Sense. Ninth Edition.  Australia: Thomson Wadsworth. 2006.

Levin, Richard. Tragedy: Plays, Theory, and Criticism.  San Diego:  Harcourt Brace 
      Jovanovich.  1960.

Trimmer, Joseph F. A Guide to MLA Documentation. Seventh Edition. Boston:

      Houghton Mifflin Company.  2006.

Vocabulary Workshop. Sixth Course  Holt, Rinehart and Winston. 

Drama

Oedipus Rex by Sophocles

Murder in the Cathedral by T. S. Eliot

Othello by Shakespeare

The Tempest by Shakespeare

Arms and the Man by George Bernard Shaw

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller

Poetry

All selections in Perrine text

Novels 

The novels of Thomas Hardy –  A selection of one for summer reading assignment

Novels on Syllabus

The Stranger by Camus

The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad

Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe 

As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner

Additional novels that may be substituted for those on syllabus

All the King’s Men by Robert Penn Warren

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver

!00 Years of Solitude by Gabriel Garcia Marquez

Short Fiction

Selections from Perrine text

AP Timed Writings

AP Timed Writings

These writings are designed to provide practice for students as they prepare for the AP English Literature and Composition Exam.

Writings will be timed for 40 minutes and will be completed in the classroom.

1. Murder in the Cathedral by T.S. Eliot 

Discuss the theme of the poetic drama.  Relate it to modern and universal situations in our own society, both past and present. Make use of your reading of the drama and related articles.  Think about what you have studied in history courses and draw on your own life experiences.

2. The Tempest by Shakespeare

This play has aspects of a revenge tragedy and a comedy. Explain, using specific examples from the play.  Your answer must be thorough and arrive at a conclusion about the specific genre of the play.

3. Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller

Very often a literary work is structured from events either mental or psychological as some character or characters experience a change in consciousness.  These internal events can become as important as the external conflict and contribute significantly to the suspense and climax.  In what ways is Death of a Salesman indicative of this kind of literature?

4. “The Flea” by John Donne

Read the poem carefully and discuss the setting, speaker, tone and meaning.  What does the speaker’s companion do in the third stanza?   How does the speaker use this action to his advantage?

5. “Bright Star” by John Keats and “Choose Something Like a Star” by Robert Frost

Read the poems carefully, noting that the second includes an allusion to the first.  Then write a well-organized essay in which you discuss their similarities and differences.  In your essay, be sure to consider both theme and style. (www.collegeboard.orb/ap)

6. The Stranger by Camus

In great literature, no scene of violence exists for its own sake.  The Stranger by Camus confronts the reader with a scene of violence.  In a well-organized essay, explain how the scene contributes to the meaning of the complete work.

Or

Meursault, in The Stranger by Camus, is a complex and important character who might, on the basis of his actions alone, be considered evil or immoral.  In a well- organized essay explain both how and why the full presentation of the character in the work makes the reader react more sympathetically than expected.

7. The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka

Leo Tolstoy once wrote, “All happy families are like one another; each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way.”  Write an essay in which you explain the source of the Samsa family’s unhappiness and the uniqueness of its misery.

8. As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner

Leo Tolstoy once wrote, “All happy families are like one another; each unhappy family is unhappy in its own way.”  Write an essay in which you explain the source of the Bundren family’s unhappiness and the uniqueness of its misery.

Note:  Students are being given the same topic for two consecutive readings in order to demonstrate the applicability of numerous works of literature to a topic.
9. Short Fiction:  “Araby” by James Joyce and “A&P” by John Updike

Compare the use of language in these two short stories.  Establish the level of diction (elevated, conversational, colloquial, etc.) and sentence structure (simple, compound, complex) as well as punctuation.  Then, cite specific examples to prove the difference between the stories.  Explain how these differences contribute to the meaning of each.

Note:  Students are provided with copies of the stories.

10. Short Fiction:  “Reginald’s Choir Treat” by Saki

In the short story “Reginald’s Choir Treat” Saki contrasts two philosophies of life.  In a well-organized essay, identify and discuss these two views and which of them the reader can infer is preferred by the narrator.  Develop your discussion referring to at least two elements of the writer’s craft such as irony, contrast, narration, dialogue, allusion, and tone. (Rankin, Estelle and Barbara L. Murphy. 5 Steps to a 5: AP English Literature.McGraw-Hill 2002)

Note:  Students are provided with a copy of the story.

